
Day 1 Thursday March 21st

 Organisation of PhD Education in Biomedicine  
and Health Sciences in the European system  

Orpheus Conference 2019 
Quality Training Environments  

for Biomedical Researchers

21-23rd March 2019  
O’Brien Centre for Science 
University College Dublin, Ireland

13:00 Registration
13.30 Conference Opening/ Welcome Address 

Session 1: 
Empowering 
Doctoral 
Supervisors
Chairs:
Dr Janet Carton 
and Prof John 
Creemers

13.45-14.15 Current and Future Challenges in Doctoral Education - global trends
Prof Bob Harris | President of Orpheus – Karolinska University

14.15 – 14.35 Supervising PhDs in a Marie Curie International Training Network
Prof Catherine Godson | University College Dublin

14.35 – 15.50 Open papers:

Support from the frontline: Stories from successful supervisors on how to 
support PhD researchers
Julie Gould | Freelance Science Journalist

Can quality training environments flourish without “small people”? A 
narrative from the University of Copenhagen
Tina Lewis | University of Copenhagen 

Training the trainers at the Faculty of Medicine, University of Bergen: 8 years’ 
experience with mandatory supervisor training
Torunn Olsnes | University of Bergen  

Research Supervision Quality Evaluation (ReSQuE)
Marlies Stouthard | University of Amsterdam

Expectations in the supervision of the PhD thesis among medical students 
from the Faculty of Medicine, Sofia University
Prof Dr. Ludmila Ivanova | Sofia University

15.50-16.10 Tea/Coffee Poster Viewing
16.10-16.40 Strengthening clinical-academic partnerships through the Irish Clinical 

Academic Training (ICAT) Programme
Prof Patrick Mallon | UCD Medicine, Director of ICAT Programme, Clinical 
Research Development Ireland

17:00 Welcome reception 
O'Brien Centre, UCD



Day 2 Friday March 22nd
8.45-9.15 Registration

Session 2: 
Building 
Resilience & 
Supporting 
Timely 
Completion
Chairs:  
Assoc Prof 
Brona Fullen 
and Prof Bob 
Harris

9.15-9.55 Impact of coaching doctoral students in Imperial College London
Prof Janet de Wilde | Imperial College London

9.55-10.15 The Irish Survey of Student Engagement for Postgraduate Researchers – 
Progress to date and future plans
Dr Emer Cunningham | Graduate Studies, University College Dublin 

10.15-10.45 PhD completion: take control!
Dr Yelena Parada | Wiley Researcher Academy, Germany

10.45-11.00 Tea/Coffee and poster viewing
11.00-12.30 Workshop Breakout Sessions

Workshop I: Effective transfer of Knowledge and Skills for Research, including 
Clinical Trials, in the Health Sciences: An Interactive Workshop for current and 
future Supervisors 
Moderator: Assoc Prof Mary Codd | School of Public Health, Physiotherapy 
and Sports Science, UCD  

Workshop II: The Impact of Research Supervisor Training.
Moderator: Dr Janet Carton | Orpheus Executive Committee Member, 
Graduate Studies, University College Dublin 

12.30-13.20 Lunch

Session 3: 
Optimizing 
the Student 
Experience
Chairs:
Dr Kate Frazer 
and student 
rep

13.20-13.50 The pursuit of happiness; Optimising student experience at KU Leuven
Prof John Creemers | KU Leuven

13.50-14.10 Orpheus Labelling of PhD Programmes
Prof Michael Mulvany | University of Aarhus

14.10-15.00 Open papers

Optimisation of student experiences in Grigore T popa University of Medicine 
and Pharmacy of Iasi
Cristina Rusu | Grigore T Popa University of Medicine and Pharmacy of Iasi

Advisory consultations for PhD Candidates within the confidential setting 
of the Graduate School: which themes are discussed and what help can be 
offered?
K.F.L. Douma | University of Amsterdam

Analysis of factors affecting timely PhD completion in Universitas Gadjah 
Mada, Yogyakarta, Indonesia
Ahmad Hamim Sadewa | Gadjah Mada University

Association of various motivation types among PhD students with educational 
outcomes and self-perceived success at a single academic institution
Martina Smolic | University of Osijek

15.00-15.15 Brief reports from morning workshops 
Dr Janet Carton & Assoc Prof Mary Codd | University College Dublin

15.15 Tea/Coffee Poster viewing

Session 4:
General 
Assembly & 
Debate

15.35 Orpheus General Assembly

16.15 Debate  
Chair: Dr Mairead O’Driscoll | CEO Health Research Board of Ireland
Motion - Open access publishing should be a requirement for all doctoral 
research in biomedicine.
Speaker for the motion: Prof Bob Harris | Karolinska University
Speaker against the motion: Prof Hakan Sedat Orer | Koç University School of 
Medicine

19.30 Conference Dinner 
Radisson Blu St. Helens Hotel, Donnybrook, Dublin 4 



Day 3 Saturday March 23rd
9.00 Registration

Session 5: 
Broadening 
Horizons
Chairs:
Dr Annetta Zintl 
and TBC

9.20-10.00 Professional Doctorate programmes in England: The current landscape and 
future implications
Prof Carol Robinson | University of Brighton

10.00-10.25  Developing PhD supervisory experience through structured PhD programmes
Assoc Prof Marguerite Clyne | School of Medicine, University College Dublin

10.25-11.25 Open papers:

Building an MD/PhD program as a scientific hub to promote biomedical 
research
Tiago Gil Oliveira | University of Minho

Ways to boost the training horizons of PhD candidates in Health Sciences and 
Biomedicine at Universidad Autónoma de Madrid
Maria Isabel Sanchez | Autonomous University of Madrid

Monitoring and Assessment of PhD Training: Update & assessment of the general 
opinion
Reinhard Würzner | Medical University of Innsbruck

Twelve-year evaluation of PhD study program in Medical Sciences at the Faculty 
of Medicine, University in Belgrade
Tatjana Pekmezovic | University of Belgrade

11.25 -11.45 Introduction to Orpheus 2020 and flag ceremony
Dr Janet Carton | University College Dublin & Prof Joana Pahla | Universidade Do 
Minho

11.45 Prize-giving and conference close
Prof Cecily Kelleher | Principal, College of Health and Agricultural Sciences, 
University College Dublin

12.00 Lunch
14.30 Dublin walking tour
17.15 Jameson tour


